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Contributions lo this Dcpartmcnt will include material o f thrc: kinds: (I) original dircursion, suggestion, $!aqs, programs, and chcorics; ( 1 ) reports of rpccial pcojccts, working programs, confcrcnccs and mcotings, and progress io aoy lstlnctlre appcct of the field; ( 3 ) special resulrs of study and rcrcarch. ARGELY' due to the participation L of the Federal government, first in the relief program and more recently in social security, our social horizon is no longer limited to the narrow boundaries of county and state, but has been enlarged to include the region and the nation. Increasingly social workers, teachers of sociology, and related professional groups are becoming interested in what other states besides their own are doing in collecting social statistics, and conducting social surveys and special studies. There is at present, however, no adequate clearing house of information either on a regional or a national basis with regard to social problems. We have of course at ten year intervals a tabulation by the United States Census Bureau of inmates in charitable, penal and correctional institutions, and the Children's Bureau issues certain annual juvenile court statistics and makes public from time to time special studies in child welfare. The Federal Social Security Board *Read before the third annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society in Chattanooga, Tennessee, April I , 1938. also is beginning to make available by states current data on old age assistance, aid to dependent children in their own homes, aid to the blind and the crippled, etc. But for the great mass of social and public welfare problems, the state is still the unit in the collection and publication of social statistics. Suppose, for example, a social worker in Tennessee wishes to find out what effect the Federal program of old age assistance has had upon the rate of admission to almshouses in various Southern states. No Federal agency at present could supply this information. Such data would have to be secured separately from each state. Suppose, again, the Georgia Department of Public Welfare made some startling discoveries in regard to the "prolificness of families on relief." Unless Georgia had an extremely capable publicity director, the chances are most of the Southern states would never hear of this study. This would be unfortunate, for the states should be able to share the results of their social experimentation and research with their neighbors. There is clearly needed, therefore, some medium of exchange of social work data in the Southeastern region. It is to be hoped that the Southern Scciological Society will attempt to meet this need.
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS AND AVAILABLE
This The staffs of these divisions of research and statistics are usually small, consisting in the main of one technician and one to seven clerical workers. In Alabama there is one part-time clinician and one parttime clerical helper in the Division of Statistics and Surveys. In Georgia there is "one person on the staff who devotes his time to research work, largely in connection with projects sponsored by the State Department of Public Welfare and carried out by WPA on a project basis, in the fields of Public Assistance and Child Welfare." In North Carolina the heads of the various divisions are expected to make surveys and studies and to issue the 5 4 SOCIAL FORCES results in bulletin form. No special appropriation, however, has ever been made for this purpose, and there are no special inducements to encourage research. Research projects in most of the states originate out of the need for facts and information on which to base policies and future action. There is apparently no clear-cut policy in the state welfare departments with reference to relative emphasis to be placed on research as compared with administrative duties. The only department malting a definite comparative statement on this matter declared "we are devoting about two per cent of our time and money to research."
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED BY

LAW
That social research and the making of special studies and surveys is regarded in general as an important function of the state welfare department is evident from the following quotations from the various public welfare laws:
AlaGdma. Among the listed duties of the State Department are included "the compilation of statistics and other information relative to public welfare and to make surveys and in other ways to ascertain the facts which cause or contribute to the need for public assistance, family welfare, child welfare, and other welfare activities."
Arkansns. The Department is authorized to "carry on research and compile statistics relative to the entire public welfare programs throughout the State, including all phases of dependency, defectiveness, delinquency, and related problems; and develop plans in cooperation with other public and private agencies for the prevention as well as treatment of conditions giving rise to public welfare problems. " Sovth Carolina. Loui.riana. The State Department provides services to parish governments including "the compilation of statistics and necessary information relative to public welfare problems throughout the State." (Manual, p. 6.) North Carolina. The State Board has listed among its powers and d~lties "to study the subjects of nonemployment, poverty, vagrancy, housing conditions, crime, public amusement, care and treatment of prisoners, divorce and wife desertion, the social evil and kindred subjects and their causes, treatment, and prevention, and the prevention of any hurtful social condition. To study and promote the welfare of the dependent and delinquent child." The Board is directed also to "give special attention to the causes of insanity, defect or loss of the several senses, idiocy, and the depravity and infirmity of the physical organization." I t is required, furthermore, "to issue bulletins and . . . in other ways to inform the public as to social conditions, and the proper treatment and remedies for social evils. "
Tennessee. The Department of Institutions and Public Welfare shall "study the incidence of dependency, defectiveness, and delinquency in Tennessee, the causes of such conditions, and the efficiency of methods used in Tennessee and elsewhere to prevent and remedy such conditions." cases from the trial courts of 57 repressentative counties out of the total 159 counties. It is expected that the findings will furnish material to the proper authorities by which they may judge whether the workings of the court machinery have been successful. A large portion of the labor of our law enforcement and court department was found to be non-productive. Only half the cases in the Superior Court resulted in convictions. It was estimated that during the year 1935 in Georgia the sum of three and a half million dollars was spent for officers' fees alone. If all the other costs of crime could have been obtained the total would be profoundly startling. South Carolina, Kentucky, Adississippi, Lo~~isiana In these states the department of public welfare has been established so recently that no research studies have been completed. By the same director. To find out how many of the children in the institutions would be eligible for aid to dependent children if they were not in institutions. A study of the waiting list will also be made. It is expected that these three child welfare studies will be completed during 1938.
Other studies planned by the State Board but not actually begun are (I) a study of low grade feebleminded children in their own homes and their effect upon other members of the family, and ( 2 ) a study of the effects of institutional treatment upon juvenile delinquents. November, 1937 . This study will be completed at an early date.
Social Chardcteristics of Almshouse Residents as of
Other types of studies suggested as needed in Alabama are an analysis of social characteristics of public assistance cases and of children receiving foster home care, studies of farm tenancy, juvenile delinquency, etc.
Arkansas
No plans have been made for research for the year 1938, though it is suggested that a detailed study of personnel n~ould be helpful; also some cost of living studies in various sections of the state.
Florida
No research is being carried on at present. 
Tennessee
This state has perhaps the most comprehensive and clearly defined program for social research of any state welfare department in the South. The act creating the department authorizes the Commission "to appoint, with the consent and approval of the Governor, a committee or committees of citizens to act in an advisory capacity on any matter within the jurisdiction of the department." In accordance with this provision six advisory committees of citizens from all parts of the state have been appointed "to conduct a study of the present Public Welfare set-up and consider possible improvements based upon the needs of the people." The six committees cover the following fields: (a) public assistance and direct relief, (b) child welfare, (c) mental hygiene, (d) paroles, probation, and pardons, (e) correctional institutions, and (f) prevention at the source. That the research work of these committees will be of a high quality is evidenced by the fact that they have as consulting experts to assist them several prominent Tennessee members of o m Southern Sociological Society. According to the preliminary announcements these committees were expected to begin their work on February third and would complete their study and submit a written report of their findings by October 15, 1938, with recommendations.
Georgia
I . Indexing Records Departmeat of Pt~blic
Welfare. Data pertaining to agricultural
